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How on earth does one transfer Paganini’s Op 1, a vade
mecum of idiomatic violin pyrotechnics, to the flute?
Though some inevitably work better than others, a high
proportion of the 24 Caprices, perhaps surprisingly,
sound in Marina Piccinini’s resourceful arrangements as
though they might have been specially written for the
instrument. Among the best are No 5 in A minor, the

The complete
subscription

presto section of No 11, No 17 (its sostenuto opening
rewritten to provide an alternative to the violin’s long
held minims) and the famous final A minor variations of
No 24 (Var 8 uses staccato tonguing to convey the
violin’s pizzicato and arco exchanges).

PAGANINI 24 Caprices
(24) Caprices

Ms Piccinini is the Heifetz of the flute. Her fluency and
articulation are quite literally breathtaking – no cheating
in any of the innumerable and lengthy pages of rapid
passagework, every note as clear as a bell – putting one
in mind of the great John Amadio. With a liquid, honeyed
tone throughout its considerable range (down to a low B
natural at the end of Caprice No 2) and superbly
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recorded, I have rarely heard the solo flute sound quite
as beautiful as this. The Caprices in her hands emerge as a collection
of miniature tone-poems each with its distinct character.
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Just five seconds shy of 100 minutes is too much at a single sitting,
no matter how beguiling the playing – I suggest a disc at a time – but
whatever, do try and hear Marina Piccinini who, as well as being an
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extraordinary musician, is also, I learn from the booklet, ‘a 36th
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generation Shaolin Fighting Monk’. No, really.
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@Paul_Kasner He does look a bit like David
Gower...
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@shepm He may be an ancestor of Matthew, the
former Australian opener, though this remains
unconfirmed.

Gramophone

Tweet to @GramophoneMag

(http://adserver.adtech.de/?
adlink/1211/5009227/0/529/AdId=10216021;
BnId=3;itime=361860777;key=Instrumental%2B
Avie%2BNicol%25C3%25B2%2520Paganini%2B%2
52824%2529%2520Caprices;)

Follow us

(http://www.facebook.com/GramophoneMagazine)
(//twitter.com/gramophonemag)

(https://plus.google.com/1158873043570221198

(http://www.youtube.com/user/GramophoneMagaz
sub_confirmation=1)

Gramophone
Subscriptions

Print
Edition (#)

Gramophone Print

The Gramophone
Club

(#)

(#)

Digital
Edition (#)

The Gramophone
Digital Club

Gramophone
Reviews

Gramophone
Digital Edition

(#)

Digital
Archive (#)

(#)

Reviews
Database
(#)
Events &
Offers (#)

(#)

(#)

(#)

(#)
(#)

(#)
(#)

From

£48/year

From

(#)

£48/year

From

£48/year

(#)
Subscribe (http://magsubscriptions.com/leisure/music-1/gramophone/gramophone-magazine?utm_source=gramophone.co.uk&u
Subscribe (http://magsubscriptions.com/leisure/mu
Subscribe (http://magsub
From
/year

From

£80/year

£64

Subscribe (http://magsubscriptions.com/leisure/music-1/gramophone/gramo
Subscribe (http://magsubscriptions.com/leisure/music-1/gramophone/gramophone-premium?utm_sou

Home (/)
Composers
(/composers)
Features (/Features)
Hall of Fame
(/halloffame)
Awards (/awards)
Blogs (/blog/all)

Contact Us (/contactus)
House Rules (/houserules)
Privacy Policy
(/privacy-policy)
Terms & Conditions
(/page/websiteterms-andconditions)
Twitter
(http://twitter.com/g
ramophonemag)
Facebook
(http://www.facebook
.com/pages/Gramop
hone/87870680838)

Sign In (/user/login)
Register
(/user/register)
Latest issue (/latestissue/june-2015)

Gramophone is brought to you by Mark Allen Group
(http://www.markallengroup.com)
Gramophone is part of MA Business and Leisure
(http://www.markallengroup.com)
About Mark Allen Group (http://www.markallengroup.com)
| International licensing (http://www.markallengroup.com)

© MA Business and Leisure Ltd. 2015

