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“the Heifetz of the flute.”-Gramophone 

   “Piccinini's gleaming virtuosity, including the variety of articulations and colors  

     she drew from the flute, was a source of wonder."  

                                 (World Premiere, Kernis Flute Concerto) -Detroit Free Press 2016 



 

“The incomparable flutist Marina  
Piccinini ... When Piccinini plays the 
flute, you're left wondering how there 
can be so many ways for a human 
being to breathe.”  
 -The Washington Post 
 

“Piccinini is hugely original. ...her  
musical conviction and control are  
undisputable, her artistic vision and 
voice inspired.” 
-ClevelandClassical.com 
 

“This [Kernis Flute Concerto] 
was written for flutist Marina  
Piccinini, and she played it with 
absolutely breathtaking virtuosity.” 
-American Record Guide 
 

“She has a beautiful sound,  
tremendous control over her  
articulation, and an almost athletic 
agility on the instrument.”  
-American Record Guide 
 

“Piccinini's intelligent musicality and 
command manage to reveal these 
familiar works in a new, thought  
provoking light that transcends the 
question of Instrument.”  
-Classics Today 
 

“Piccinini's is an impressive virtuosic 
achievement, underpinned by  
intelligent musicianship. On display is 
a great show of resourcefulness and 
respect for the score.”  
-MusicWeb International 
 

“The dynamic nuances and tonal  
coloring from Piccinini's flute lifted 
every turn and phrase.”   
(Ibert Flute Concerto, Hong Kong 
Philharmonic, Hans Graf, conductor)  
-Time Out Hong Kong 
 

“Marina Piccinini's flute playing is very 
special, her lyrical phrasing cool,  
exquisitely shaped, and with  
underlying delicate sensuality.”  

-Gramophone 
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A daring and eloquent artist with diverse musical interests, flutist  

Marina Piccinini is in demand worldwide as a soloist, chamber musician 

and recording artist. Internationally acclaimed for her interpretive skills, 

rich, expansive colors, technical command and elegant, compelling stage  

presence, Ms. Piccinini has been hailed by Gramophone as “the Heifetz of 

the flute”.  
 

Upcoming and future appearances include the Summer Festival Premiere 

of the Kernis Flute Concerto with Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra and 

conductor JoAnn Falletta on August 4, 2016, as well as the UK premiere 

with London Philharmonic Orchestra and conductor Andrés Orozco-

Estrada; recitals and chamber music performances in Belgium, Germany, 

Korea and Canada; and a North American tour with the Beijing Guitar 

Duo that includes a performance in the prestigious San Francisco  

Performances series.   
 

Performances of note this season include the World and New York State 

premieres of Pulitzer Prize winner Aaron Jay Kernis’ Flute Concerto  

written for Ms. Piccinini with Detroit Symphony Orchestra under Music 

Director Leonard Slatkin, and with Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra  

under Music Director Ward Stare, respectively, as well as a five state US 

recital tour with pianist Andreas Haefliger. Among her recent season  

highlights is a highly acclaimed tour with the Vienna Symphony  

Orchestra in January 2015, performing the Nielsen Flute Concerto four 

times under the baton of Jukka-Pekka Saraste.  
 

Ms. Piccinini has performed with celebrated conductors including Alan 

Gilbert, Esa-Pekka Salonen, Seiji Ozawa, Kurt Masur, Pierre Boulez, 

Leonard Slatkin, Myung-Whun Chung, and Gianandrea Noseda, among 

others. Among the long list of esteemed orchestras with which she has 

appeared are the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Detroit Symphony  

Orchestra, London Philharmonic, Saint Louis Symphony, Tokyo  

Symphony, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, Montreal Symphony,  

Rotterdam Philharmonic, National Symphony Orchestra, Hannover  

Symphony, Vienna Symphony Orchestra, and Toronto Symphony  

Orchestra.  
 

Equally at home with contemporary and traditional works, Marina  

Piccinini is deeply committed to music of the present, and expanding the 

repertoire for her instrument. She has given world premiere performances 

of works by Aaron Jay Kernis, Michael Colgrass, Paquito D’Rivera,  

Matthew Hindson, Marc-André Dalbavie, Miguel Kertsman, Lukas Foss, 

Michael Torke, John Harbison, David Ludwig, and Roberto Sierra. 
 

An active recording artist with CDs on the Avie, Claves, and ECM labels, 

Ms. Piccinini’s latest highly acclaimed CD is of her own arrangements of 

the Paganini Caprices (Avie), with music published by Schott Music. Her 

upcoming recording is the Kernis Flute Concerto. 
 

The recipient of numerous awards, Ms. Piccinini is the first flutist to win 

the prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant.  Other awards include the  

Concert Artists Guild Competition and the CBC Competition. 
 

Marina Piccinini began her flute studies in Toronto with Jeanne  

Baxtresser, and later received her Bachelor and Master of Music degrees 

from The Juilliard School, studying with legendary flutist Julius Baker. 

She also worked with renowned musicians flutist Aurèle Nicolet and tenor 

Ernst Haefliger in Switzerland.  She is on the faculty of the Peabody  

Institute and regularly gives master classes worldwide. 

 


